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The Association for Language 
Learning (ALL) is an independent 
registered charity and is the UK’s 
major subject Association for those 
involved in the teaching of foreign 
languages at all levels.

It is produced and distributed 
three times per year, Spring, 
Autumn and Winter.  

Languages Today is an important 
part of the ALL membership. 
Your support in advertising in our 
magazine will help the Charity to 
remain sustainable and contribute 
to the development of language 
teaching in the UK. 

We thank you for your support! 

To advertise please contact the Association for Language Learning on 
01332 227779 or email languagestoday@kc-jones.co.uk
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The Association for Language Learning (ALL) was founded 
in 1990 and is the major subject association for those 
involved in teaching modern foreign languages at all levels. 
It exists to represent and support language teachers and is 
committed to their ongoing professional development.

ALL works to support members, providing them with 
opportunities to access local, regional and national 
training and networking events, as well as providing 
them with practitioner-focused and research-based 
publications in hard copy and online.

Languages Today is the termly magazine of ALL, and is designed 
specifically for language teachers. Members of the association receive a 
free print copy of each edition. The online edition is sold on our website 
and allows us to reach non-members and an International audience.

The magazine includes:
News from the language teaching world; ideas to help with
teaching; reviews of teaching resources; and information 
about schemes and projects of particular interest to 
teachers. It follows a day in the life of language teachers, 
trainers and people who use languages in their job, and 
illustrates how language skills are used in the workplace, 
to travel and in government strategy, Languages Today is 
THE magazine for UK language teachers.
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…WITH SOCIAL JUSTICE IN MIND

TEACHING 
AND  

LEARNING

Danièle Bourdais 
writes French resources and is a consultant for UK and international publishers. She has a lifelong passion for providing culturally-rich, diverse and inclusive contents. She also tutors privately at all levels, with a focus on exams, and supports students with dyslexia, ADHD and autism.  

PROFILE

We all have a personal reason behind our quest for decolonised social 

justice. Mine is rooted in childhood. Despite growing up in an ordinary white 

middle-class family in an exclusively white community, I became aware, at 

a very young age, of the existence of worlds beyond my own and of moral 

issues associated with French colonialism.
The power of imagesThe trigger for my lifelong interest in cultures and languages was photos my 

father brought back from his two-year military service in the desert during 

the Algerian War. Stationed on the Morice line near the Algerian-Tunisian 

border as a conscripted soldier, he captured images of the lives of nomadic 

communities which I found truly fascinating as a child.

A nomad camp, near Bir El-Ater, Tebessa,  Algeria (1960) ©D.Bourdais

A child’s moral sense
Also ingrained in my mind was my father's haunting sense of shame for this past deployment to Algeria, which made me question France's presence there. I remember finding deeply disturbing the treatment of Harkis (Algerians who had served in the French army and had to flee Algeria for fear of retribution). They lived in shoddy temporary dwellings on the outskirts of my nearest big town in Brittany. I remember being upset that no-one was telling their story, nor that of my Dad. In fact, I was never taught about the Algerian War at school. Those, and other chapters of French history, were kept hidden for a long time. 

* I use the term ‘racialised’ as I feel it stresses the fact that race is purely a social concept imposed on people who are perceived as ‘non-white’.By 'assignation' I mean assigning a fixed identity to an individual person according to e.g. their skin colour, (e.g. if you are Black, you are good at running/football)  

Looking behind the curtainIf my father's story awakened my moral sense and awareness of racism as 

a product of colonialism, it was only through close personal contact with 

racialised* people that I truly grasped its pervasiveness in everyday life. Being 

told, when I first started working in publishing, not to feature black or disabled 

people on covers for the US market strengthened my resolve to promote 

representation of diversity in educational content, which I could do by focusing 

on French-speaking countries and breaking away from solely Eurocentric 

perspectives. It was not the easiest thing to do in the pre-internet days!  Over 

time, I grew uneasy about the implications of the term ‘Francophonie’ and what 

it excluded, leading me to prefer the more inclusive term ‘Francosphère’. With 

the influx of information and more widespread conversations sparked by the 

death of George Floyd in 2020, it became easier to lift the curtain and educate 

myself further about the enduring legacy of colonisation.  We can – and must 

- now discuss the circumstances that led certain parts of the world to speak 

French. 

Language teachers as “border crossers”If the start of my journey taught me the profound impact that images and stories can have on children, the inherent moral 

sense children possess and the need to look behind the curtain, it also taught me that the best way to eat an elephant is bit 

by bit! Every small step counts.Teaching a language offers an unmissable opportunity to help learners step into other worlds and break down the invisible 

borders erected by centuries of colonial thinking. Ensuring representation and talking about racism without falling into the 

traps of stereotyping and assignation* can be daunting, more so perhaps for a non-racialised person. Yet it is a conversation 

we need to have. Below are some of my ‘go to’ places, where I  educate myself, find different narratives and source images 

and resources which can be adapted to work on the usual topics through the prism of representation, diversity and anti-

racism, one step at a time. 
www.all-languages.org.uk 
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Maud Waret takes up the story : Decolonising the curriculum starts with decolonising our minds; it is a new perspective and 

it starts with reading history books with empathy enough to side with the ones who were 

oppressed and too often decimated. The first history book to decolonise the way we think 

is ‘Bury my heart at Wounded Knees: An Indian History of the American West’ - a 1970 non-

fiction book by the American writer Dee Brown. It should be in the curriculum of all students 

everywhere in the world because; even though it is not perfect, it is the first book that gives 

Native Americans a voice.In my practice as a language teacher, I try to shed light on the people who get forgotten by 

manuals and textbooks, people who get sidelined, ignored or reduced to a minor character 

role. 
Even the most famous and popular symbols can hide a dark history and it is bringing this 

history to the fore that will make our students question what they are being told and exercise 

their moral sense. 
It is, of course, important to show children who are learning French the iconic Eiffel Tower, to 

raise their interest and expand their general knowledge. But in a decolonised curriculum, it is 

even more crucial to teach them that the elegant metal structure known around the world was 

financed by colonial banks and by Haitian slave money, and that it was erected to display and 

illustrate the successes of the French colonial empire at the World Exhibition in 1887.

'We teach children who, we hope, will become informed and educated individuals with a 

sense of civic responsibility. This process starts with showing them that knowledge is universal 

and objective, that it takes different perspectives to gain a true and honest account of what makes our reality.To decolonise education, we need to have teachers from all walks of life, social classes and ethnicities. We need to have educators who collaborate, meet up and exchange ideas, and it is in that context that our education will become inclusive, rich and truthful. Using social media to share teaching resources is a great way of bypassing institutions which are too often too slow to embrace change. 

Groups and pages
ALL Special Interest Groups:  Decolonise Primary/Secondary MFL 
Curriculum 
https://www.all-languages.org.uk/about/community/special-interest-

groups/de-colonising-the-curriculum/ 'Decolonising MFL’ Facebook groupYoutube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@histoirescrepues
Maud’s podcasts: https://www.podbean.com/ew/pb-5jwws-138170f
including an interview with Danièle.

Suggested reading
-  La pensée blanche, by Lilian Thuram / White thinking, translated by D.Murphy

-  Frequently Asked White Questions by Drs. Alex Khasnabish and Ajay Parasram

-  Blood and Tears: French Decolonisation (3 part documentary/Al Jazeera)

-  La Fondation Lilian Thuram:   www.thuram.org-  La Fondation pour la mémoire de l'esclavage :   https://memoire-esclavage.org/

Danièle shares on the TES website (currently free of charge) resources about "going back to 

school" in places other than France: indigenous Indians in Guyane, children from atolls in 

Polynesia and  la rentrée in New Caledonia are all vastly different experiences from those in 

hexagonal France.
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resources/shop/FRANCOSPHERE 

Maud Waret
is an ALL Council member and teaches at Highgate Hill, City of London Academy in London and hosts a podcast (details below) @profprofMFL 

PROFILE

Images / resources from the Francosphère
Le portail des Outre-mer: https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/Africa vivre: https://www.laboutiqueafricavivre.com/Newspapers: https://www.cermf.org/sitesfrancophones

Haïti en détail

A longer version of this article is available from https://www.all-languages.org.uk/research-practice/languages-today/

www.all-languages.org.uk 
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Fight the good fight
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“Since its launch in 2009, Languages Today has become our 
flagship publication. Each issue focuses on a current and 
relevant aspect of language teaching, which paired with 

regular features on news, classroom practice and teaching 
ideas makes Languages Today not only a must-read for 

every language teacher – but also a great opportunity for 
organisations involved with languages to engage with the 

teaching community.”
Prof. René Koglbauer-Franklin  - ALL Chair of Board of Trustees
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ALL works to support members through opportunities to access local, regional and national 
training and networking events - live and online - and providing them with practitioner-focused 

and research-based publications in hard copy and online.

  is the termly magazine of ALL, and 
is designed specifically for language teachers. 
Members of the Association receive a free print 
copy of each edition, (Circa 2,500). The online 
edition is sold on our website and allows us to 
reach non-members and an international audience 
and to provide an ecologically friendly alternative.

The magazine content is created by members 
and responds to current issues. It encourages 
professional reflection and exemplifies effective 
practice from practitioners in different sectors 
teaching different languages. It also features news 
from the languages world,  research ideas to help 
with teaching, reviews of teaching resources and 
information about projects of particular interest to 
teachers. 

1%
Adult 

Education

19%
Primary
School

64%
Secondary

School

16%
Further/Higher/

ITT
Education 
Provision
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is THE magazine for UK language teachers.

Our Languages
Today readers
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To advertise please contact the Association for Language Learning 
on 01332 227779 or email languagestoday@kc-jones.co.uk 

Inside Front / 
Outside Back

Full Page Spread
Trim 210 x 297mm
Bleed 216 x 303mm

Please send artwork as cmyk high res  
(300 dpi) pdf, tiff or eps to:

languagestoday@kc-jones.co.uk
If you need any assistance with the designing of 

your advert, please contact us.

Half page
Horizontal

180 x 134.5mm Half Page
Vertical

88.5 x
272mm

Quarter 
Page

88.5 x 
134.5mm

Full Page Spread
Trim 210 x 297mm
Bleed 216 x 303mm

RESOURCES
LATEST MATERIALS REVIEWED

BIG IDEA... 
NOTES ON THE NEW GCSE: A COMPARISON

OUR BEST 10
INDEPENDENT LEARNING APPS

HOW TO... TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR OWN CPD 

LAST WORD.. 
ADVOCATING FOR YOUR LANGUAGE
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'Getting more skilled'

MY
BEST
TEN
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RESOURCES:
THE LATEST LEARNING SUPPORT MATERIALS REVIEWED 

THE VIEW FROM... LANGUAGE LEARNERS

TEACHING AND LEARNING... 
WHAT HAS TECHNOLOGY EVER DONE FOR US?

PRESIDENT'S BLOG: ALL'S PRESIDENT REFLECTS ON 
LANGUAGE WORLD

WORLD OF 
LANGUAGE 
LANGUAGE, ACCENT AND IDENTITY
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TREASURE
FOREVER

WORLD OF LANGUAGE
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We welcome Corporate Members to join the Association. 
Gold membership is £250 and Platinum is £500 annually. There are many 
benefits in addition to the reduced advertising rates in Languages Today. 

All rates quoted are per advert per edition and are excluding VAT

ALL ADVERTISING RATES DISCOUNTED

Advertising Rates Platinum Gold Non-Member

Double Page Spread A £600 £650 £850

Inside Front / Outside Back FB £550 £600 £750

Full Page B £400 £450 £600

Half Page C1 £250 £300 £350

Quarter page C2 £150 £200 £250

Inserts (10g) D £300 £300 £400



To advertise please contact the Association for Language Learning 
on 01332 227779 or email languagestoday@kc-jones.co.uk 


