
Leeds Language Week  

 

Leeds Language Week, a programme of free activities, aims to raise awareness of 

the different languages and cultures in Leeds, where more than 170 languages are 

spoken. The project also highlights the importance of language learning in higher 

education, hoping to inspire people to take on further study.  

The initiative began in 2023 as part of Leeds Year of Culture and has since been 

organized by Bettina Hermoso-Gomez and Sofia Martinho, from the University of 

Leeds.  

 

In 2024, Leeds Language Week reached more than 1,000 people across Yorkshire. 

The most popular activities were:  

 

• Language tasters in Chinese, French, Arabic, 

German, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish and 

Ukrainian 

 

 

• Mother Tongue Other Tongue Competition, Digital Anthology and 

Exhibition: submissions in 12 languages. Spanish, French, German, Italian, 

Arabic, Portuguese, Welsh, Hungarian and Polish among other languages 

 



 

• Wonder Books in Wonder Languages: dual language 

story and rhyme sessions at Leeds Libraries in Spanish, 

Portuguese, Chinese and Polish 

 

 

• CPDs and Talks: What Languages Can Do for You, 

Cherishing and Maintaining the Heritage Language at 

Home, Popular Music and Spain’s Transition to 

Democracy amongst others. 

 

Recognising the success of the recent event and the growing interest in the 

activities, the organisers are currently planning a larger and enhanced edition for 

2025, called Leeds City of Languages. They hope to secure the support of 

additional partners and stakeholders, which will enable them to curate an even 

more vibrant and enriching program that will resonate throughout the heart of 

Yorkshire. They want to create an unforgettable experience that ignites 

inspiration and connection. 

 

Contacts: 

Bettina Hermoso-Gómez, Lecturer in Spanish, Director of Routes into Languages, 

Yorkshire and Humberside B.Hermoso-Gomez@leeds.ac.uk  

Sofia Martinho, Associate Professor in Portuguese, Director of Camões Centre for 

Portuguese Language at Leeds and President of TROPO UK - The Association of 

Teachers and Researchers of Portuguese Language in the UK 

S.Martinho@leeds.ac.uk 

 

Leeds Language Week legacy website for 2024 

mailto:B.Hermoso-Gomez@leeds.ac.uk
mailto:S.Martinho@leeds.ac.uk
https://artsoutreach.leeds.ac.uk/our-subjects/languages/leeds-language-week-november-2024/


 

Partners: 

 

• Queen’s College Oxford Translation Exchange 

• Leeds Libraries 

• Sanako 

• Instituto Cervantes Leeds 

• Leeds International Film Festival  

• Stephen Spender Trust 

• Success 4 All  

• Leeds Chinese Community School 

• Camões Centre for Portuguese Language at the University of Leeds 

 

 

https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/research-at-queens/translation-exchange/
https://libraries.leeds.gov.uk/
https://sanako.com/
https://leeds.cervantes.es/en/default.shtm
https://www.leedsfilm.com/
https://www.stephen-spender.org/
https://www.s4a.org.uk/
https://www.leedschineseschool.co.uk/
https://ahc.leeds.ac.uk/camoes-centre-portuguese-language-0

